About the
NEMO Network

NEMO programs use good old-fashioned outreach education to put communities in the driver seat as they seek to balance growth and protect natural
resources and community character.
The National NEMO Network is a
confederation of programs that educate
local land use decision makers about
the links between land use and natural
resource protection. Network programs
are patterned after the original Nonpoint
Education for Municipal Officials
(NEMO) Program developed at the
University of Connecticut, but each
program is a unique entity,
typically operated as a multiorganizational consortium.

• The method is research-based education. NEMO programs use good
old-fashioned outreach education to
put communities in the driver seat
as they seek to balance growth and
protect natural resources and community character. We believe that,
as this report demonstrates, outreach
education is the most flexible, effective
and cost-effective method
for catalyzing change to
local land use policies and
practices.
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•NEMO programs on average work with 13 communities and
reach approximately 450 local officials per year.

•The typical NEMO program gives a workshop or presentation
once every three weeks, or 17 times per year. The most active
programs conduct over 100 workshops per year.
•In addition to face-to-face presentations and workshops,
NEMO programs employ the whole gamut of outreach/
educational tools to reach their target audience. See the
graph below for more on the tools and publications NEMO
programs use to supplement workshops.

•About two thirds of NEMO programs review community plans,
regulations, and/or ordinances, make suggestions for incorporating natural resource protection into them, and provide
examples of model regulations.
•On average, NEMO programs operate on an annual budget
of about $80,000.
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•Universities, either
through Cooperative
Extension or Sea Grant
systems, lead the majority
of NEMO programs (28).

Other Publications

The formation of a network allows for
the transfer of innovation and information between programs so that it ultimately can benefit the people who will
actually make the difference—land use
decision makers. Communication and
coordination for the Network comes
from the University of Connecticut
“Hub,” a part of the Center for Land
Use Education and Research (CLEAR).
Member programs demonstrate their
commitment to the Network by signing
a Charter of Operation. Additional
information on the Hub and Networkwide initiatives appears in the “Network
Coordination” section of this report.

•There are 32 NEMO programs in 30 states.

Guidance Publications

• The educational messages are
enhanced by the use of geospatial
technology. One of the greatest challenges local land use officials face is
putting individual land use decisions
into a broader community or watershed context. Geospatial images and
technology help provide this context,
as well as analyze land use trends
and impacts.

Network Facts

Fact Sheets

munity health, land use decisions are
primarily made by volunteers serving
on local boards and commissions of
various shapes, scopes and sizes.
These folks need tools, resources and
support to help them make informed
decisions for their community’s present and future.
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