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About This Report

... we invite you to see for yourself the power of professional, researchbased education and outreach to change the way communities plan
and build their future.
This report highlights the work and
progress of the National NEMO
Network, a unique confederation of
educational programs that are helping
communities across the country make
better land use decisions. The Network
is not the result of an agency directive
or initiative: it was created in 2000 by
its member programs, who share a
desire to promote natural resource-based
community planning, and a belief that
education is the way to make it happen.

The Network has now truly reached
maturation. The rapid growth in the
number of programs in the Network
has leveled off, but the impacts of
NEMO programs have continued to
grow. While compiling this report, it
became evident that not only are more
communities involved with NEMO, but
that the resulting local actions are both
greater in number and more varied.
Examples of these local efforts are spotlighted in this report.

This is the third progress report on the
National NEMO Network. It highlights
impacts from NEMO programs, in the
form of local actions that have been
taken by communities to better protect
their natural and community resources
through improved land use planning
and design.

Finally, this report also describes
Network-wide initiatives to strengthen
and enhance the educational, topical
and technical expertise that NEMO
programs bring to these communities.
As the Network has matured, the
Network Hub at the University of
Connecticut has shifted its primary
focus from helping to start programs, to
helping programs expand and enhance
their efforts.

Our 2002 Progress Report focused on
the story of the Network and the structure and goals of its programs. Three
years later, the evolution of these programs enabled our 2005 Progress Report
to be focused not on descriptions of
programs, but on the many impacts of
these programs at the community level.
This report continues that trend, and is
comprised primarily of brief vignettes of
what communities around the country
are doing, catalyzed and assisted by
NEMO education and technical tools.

On the pages that follow, we invite you
to see for yourself the power of professional, research-based education and
outreach to change the way communities
plan and build their future.
We hope this report serves as inspiration
both to those innovative local officials
looking to provide an effective balance
between conservation and development
in their community, and the educators
who seek to help them.
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