APPENDIX 8a


NONPOINT EDUCATION FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS

Baseline Quiz

1. What is the primary cause of surface water contamination in the United States?

a) factory discharges

b) runoff

c) toxic waste

d) wastewater treatment facilities

2. Roads, parking lots, and rooftops that prevent water from soaking into the soil are examples of _________________.

a) aquifers

b) BMPs

c) basins

d) impervious surfaces

3. An area of land in which all water collects and drains to a common outlet is called a ____.

a) municipality

b) county

c) watershed

d) parcel

4. Water that flows into a stormdrain usually flows directly to ____.

a) a nearby body of water

b) a wastewater treatment plant

c) the groundwater

d) a large underground reservoir

5. Which of the following does NOT increase nonpoint source pollution?

a) increased impervious surfaces

b) a dripping faucet

c) erosion

d) increased application of fertilizers

6. With respect to water quality, a watershed is considered adversely impacted when it reaches __________ impervious cover.

a) 7%

b) 10%

c) 15%

d) 25%

7. Areas containing plants and trees that help protect the water by filtering sediments and pollutants are called ____________.

a) boundary areas

b) vegetative buffers

c) estuaries

d) bank stabilizers

8. When pollution flows into estuaries, it is very harmful because _____.

a) an estuary provides a nursery for most of the ocean

b) the estuary ecosystem is fragile

c) it can stimulate toxic algae

d) all of the above

9. Nonpoint source pollution can be minimized by _____.

a) good land use planning

b) environmentally friendly construction

c) best management practices

d) all of the above

10. Innovative site design can minimize impervious cover at a development site up to __________.

a) 10%

b) 30%

c) 50%

11. Which of the following is not considered a harmful category of polluted runoff?

a) pathogens

b) sediment

c) nutrients

d) dissolved oxygen

12. Site level strategies to minimize impervious area would include which of the following?

a) narrower residential road widths

b) cluster development

c) decreased cul-de-sac circumferences

d) all of the above

13. Comprehensive planning guarantees the protection of open spaces.

a) true

b) false

14. How much of the average impervious surface budget for the United States is associated with transportation (roads, parking lots, driveways)?

a) 20%

b) 40%

c) 50%

d) 65%

15. How much of the average impervious surface budget for the United States is associated with structures (houses, offices, stores)?

a) 20%

b) 35%

c) 40%

d) 50%

